and broadcast in part via the In-
ternet at the Provider Pals Web
aite: wwwiproviderpals.com.

“When I was in middle school,
I'was the school president, and we
celebrated Earth Dray in 1970 by
picking up garbage." said Bruce
Vincent, a logger and founder of
Prowvider Pals. “That was shorly
after the Cayahoga Fiver in Cleve-
Band caughit on fire. We didn't hue
a Clean Alr Act. We didn't have a
Clean Water Act. We didn't have
an Endangered Species Act. It's 37
vears Llater and we have bearned a
kvt Whe should celebrabe what we
have learned and what we have
changed, and then take a look at
our challenges "

Prowider [alks is an wrban-rural
cultural exchange program, at the
heart of which ks the adoption of
a mamural resource provider — a
farrer, 4 logger, a miner, & rancler
of & fisherman — by a school

Students and the adopted pro-
vider corvespond over the course
af the 51:110-;?;&3 aboat the work
of the provider, and then the pro-
viders visit their schools to show
the tools they use and the gear
they wear,

abelvale, which offers an
environmental science progranm,
has participared i the Provider
Pals mFt-ami'ur five vears, one of
the ive schools cutside Mon-
tana to join the network that has
grown to about 20 schools in lo-
cations such as Washingfon D,
Detroit, Miami, Los Angeles, Mew
York City, and Vancower, British
Columibdia. Social studies teacler
Heidi Campbell directs the project
at Mabehwale.

It Bghets sommethingg up ina kdéd)”
Halrmury, thie 3year sea urchin div-
e, said about his gharing his work
experiences and the creatures of
the sea. "Seeing that is really a nice
thing for me. And then they say,
"This iz the best day ['ve had in
sehool! They still relate it to school
amed edueation, but it's differenc”™

Studerts g passed the sea
urchin, kelp and assorted starfich

that Halmasy henaled hatfoeay across
the coumry in conlers. Then Hal-
may guided a student in the use
of a meetal tool to crack open the
urchin. He offered the willing but
cautious students a taste.

"It tastes mood; ir's salty” said
Tyshanwn Morter, a seventh-grader,
the first to by it He acknow
that he had eaten sushi before.

Vesnion Dhavis, another sevenith-
gradier, is ome of about eight pupils
atd two gtalf members from Ma-
behrake who will travel to Montana
for a week this sunumer to visit the
ranches, mires and logoing camps.
Mabelvale pupils have been mak-
i the suminer trip and staying at
a regtored ranger station in each of
the past foar years.

“I think the ranchers are the
most interesting,” Yernon said
abour the providers. “That's be-
cause | like horses and andmals”

Downs, one of the ranchoers,
said his purpose in the Provider
Pals prograrn i to help studemnty
reilize the source of the food and
supplies they use,

“We just want to let the kids
Encew that the store isn't making
it in a back room,” Downs said,
“but there are actually people who
wiek hard every day to provide all
of our food"

“And ks the cheapest and saf-
est fooad they'll ever have” Fritz,
amotheer rancher, was guick to add.
I woun e, you are involved i ag-
riculture. The students just don't
pealize it she said and poeinted to
beef products in toothpaste, car
tires, marshmallows and camera
film.

Gary Wahl, owner of WD
Logming Inc in Antoine in Pike
County, has met with students
at Mabelvale and in Washington,
., about recent changes in the
timier industey, including efforts
o replant forests and make the
industry safes.

"Were rving to get across to
these kids that what we are dod
really isn't a bad thing " Wahl sai
“Lumber is a renewable resouroe
Aot of people think we just mpe
and plunder the land. F'm hoping [
cam et them to soe logzing and the
timber industry in a better lehe”

Vincent said he and his wife
initiated Provider Pals, which is
funded in part by Ford Bblotor Co.,
and Caterpillar Foundation, after
seeing the success of wildlife pro-
grams i which students “adopted”
grizzly bears or other animmals,

The program expanded after
Wincent testified before a congres-
gici cormrnittes asd realized that
Lwmakers lad little understand-
ing of his industey. He walked
around Wishington, [UC, until he
found a school, then went in and
asked the principal if he wanted
to adopt a bogger.

Rural and wrban Americans
need to baild culural bridges, he
gaid.

W all lve in the sarme place,
We all lowe the environment.

We're all involved in the web af
fife,” Vincent said. “That's a cliche
bt we are. We don't know much
abpuat each other. The consumer
buying a board at Home Depot
koo very little abeut the person
who whacked the tree down to
miake the board. The person who
whacked the tree down knows
very little abowt the person buying
the board. We oughr to meet. We
are imvolved in this together”




